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This letter is from Molly, a 13
year old city girl staying for
the first time with her paternal
grandparents on their country
farm. She comes 10 “pelong”
there as the place becomes more
familiar and liberating in its
freedoms. When she learns that
it has been protected forever
from future development by @
conservation easement, she be-
gins making plans 10 bring her
own children there.

By Fred First
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growing next summer, Grampe baught me Ehis (he made me remem
heir shade. T think he means
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Love, Molly
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newsletters have focused on conser-

vation easement stories. Conserva-
tion easements and the incredible land-
owners that donate easements represent
the core of our work, but we felt that for
this newsletter a change would be good.

In this newsletter, we wanted to high-
light a number of very talented writers
and photographers who live and work in
the New River region of Virginia. These
writers are all supporters of conservation.
Their work both professionally and chari-
tably reflects their passion for the New
River region and for conservation of the
region’s rural landscape and heritage.

We asked each of these professionals
to craft an article that fit their individual
area of interest.

For Fred First that translated into
something about a little girl and her
grandparents farm. It should be noted that
Fred is also a professional photographer
and his article is accompanied by a cou-
ple of his spectacular photographs.

For Liza Field, her article is a plea to
become engaged in conservation of a
special trail corridor. Liza’s article in-
cludes photographs from Joe Elton the
Director of the State Parks for the Vir-

In the past, New River Land Trust

ginia Department
of Conservation &
Recreation.

And for Ann
Goette it meant an
article celebrating
the good work of
New River clean
ups in Giles Coun-
ty. Ann’s article
features stunning
New River photo-
graphs from Deb-
bie Carbaugh.

I very strongly
feel that successful
conservation now
and in the future
requires a multi-

DIRECTOR’S

EUSTIS

faceted approach.

This means engagement of future gen-
erations in nature as framed by Fred’s letter
home.

We must save our rural heritage for the
next generation as well as help them to
connect with the incredible classroom that
is outside the walls of their homes. This
message is mirrored by Liza’s article which
challenges us to step up to save rather
than take for granted the beauty of special

places before they are lost forever.

Saving what needs to be saved is a mat-
ter of putting our money where our mouths
are, but it is also about putting in time and
effort. Ann’s article and personal example
demonstrates this fact. The accomplish-
ments of her group of dedicated volunteers
and the support given by the Giles County
Administration needs to be duplicated in
every county that is fortunate to have the
New River flow through it.

It is worth reminding readers that the
New River is the world’s oldest river,
one of only 14 American Heritage Rivers
and the only one with such designation in
Virginia. It is the source of a multitude of
benefits including but not limited to drink-
ing water which are critical to the health
and wellbeing of our region. A region that
is still largely rural. This presents us with
an opportunity to steward the incredible
resource that is the New River Watershed.

Our failure to conserve now will threaten
the future inherited by our children, grand-
children and all the generations that follow
ours. The choice is now, and it is the re-
sponsibility of everyone to meet the chal-
lenge.

The articles in this newsletter provide
examples of how to do this!

Protecting the New River

place take action, we’ll soon

Walk away find out.
quietly -

_The winds
will blo/w their freshness
into you, and the storms
their energy, while cares

drop off like autumn
leaves.
~ John Muir

by Liza Field

Fresh, river-cooled air in
July. Cathedral domes of yel-
low poplars. White sycamore
limbs etching a soulful, winter
landscape. Spring peepers at
twilight. Corridors of peaceful
solitude for weary minds.

What would the New River
Trail be without these quali-
ties? Unless we who love the

At 57 miles, Virginia’s
longest State Park is also her
narrowest — a mere 80-foot
right-of-way through private
land. This means that the quiet
woodlands, songbird habitat,
pastures and majestic views
visitors seek along this trail are
NOT part of the park. They’ve
been kept rural by generations
of private landowners.

Today, family lands are turn-
ing over at a rapid rate, leaving
most of the trail corridor wide-
open to development.

“Hardly a day goes by that |
don’t see an advertisement for
‘developable’ property along
the Trail,” said Dixie Leonard.
“Without more protection of

Trail

farms and forests.”

the corridor, folks in the future
will be walking through RV
parks and backyards, instead of

When the Leonard family

put their 9th-generation family
farm under conservation ease-
ment — and inspired neighbors
to do likewise — their stew-
See Trail, page 6
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Our members and donors made it
possible for us to save over 3,900
acres of land in 2009. We thank
each and every one of you for your
support. Those of you who have
generously donated in 2010 will be
recognized in the 2011 newsletter.

Heritage Preservationist
$10,000 - $25,000

Greg and Fran Rooker

Rebecca and Stephen Scheckler
James Shortt and Stephanie Shortt
Alice P. Slusher

Craig R. and Belinda Stevens

Virginia Conservation Credit Exchange
Steve and Melinda Wagner

Karen Waldron and Shawn Ricci

Steward - $250 - $499

NRLT 2009 DONORS

Virginia Department of Forestry
William E. Larsen Charitable Trust

Benefactor + $5,000 - $9,999

Appalachian Trail Fund

Lesley Howard and Glenn Skutt
Land Trust Alliance

Elizabeth A. Obenshain

Town of Blacksburg

Conservator *+ $1,000 - $4,999

Paul Angermeier and Elizabeth Stinson

Laura Bullard and Alan Graybeal

Community Foundation of the New River
Valley - Chris Thompson Charitable
Fund

Harriett Cooper

Jerry and Beth Cross

Earl and Jacquelyn Frith

Hahn Foundation - Betty Hahn and Doug
Chauncey

Kroger Cares Program

Alan and Debbie Leet

Lucas-Hathaway Charitable Trust

Sally Mackie

Holly Taylor Mitchell

James K. Mitchell

James and Mary Lily Nuckolls

Lynn Nystrom and Larry Newman

Don Philen

Ron and Mary Rordam

Sinkland Farms - Susan Sink

Michael and J.G. Edwards Waitzkin

Tracy and Sarah Wilkins

Sustainer - $500 - $999

Bruce Anderson

Jeff and Anne Armistead

Fred Carlisle

Donia Eley

Joanne and Christopher Eustis
Cary Hopper

Kathye and Jim Johnston

Jean Montague

Toots and Scott Obenshain

Dr. and Mrs. James A. Parkhurst
Sherry Quillen

Ellen Rabun and Michael Kilgus

Phyllis T. Albritton

Mark and Laura Belleville

Kelly Brennan and Carola Haas
Patrick and Denise Burton

Louise Coats

Andrea Dietrich and Dan Gallagher
Christy and Joe Gabbard

Silvie Granatelli and James Newlin
Bruce Ferguson and Karen Gray
Nancy L. Grayson

Edward and Diane Green

Michael and Julia Hemphill

Michael W. and Patricia Hyer
Jasdev and Malaika Imani

Linda and Lynn Hayes / Inn at Riverbend
Lewis I. and Ann Jeffries

Debbie Lineweaver and Jason Wilson
Russell May and Piper Durrell

Don Mitchell and Susan Millar
Andrew and Susan Morikawa

Kent Nakamoto and Martha Wunsch
Dr. Mary Jo Osteen

Our Daily Bread

Joe and Linda Powers

David and Judie Reemsnyder

Hon. James Shuler

Carol and Bernard Wampler
Lindsay and David West

David and Karen Yolton

Ned and Janet Yost

Associate - $100 - $249

Nola Albert

Darlene Allen

Susan Anderson

Joe and Cathey Bassett

David Bernard

Elizabeth Blythe

Mr. and Mrs. Richard N. Bohlin
Charles and Frieda Bostian
Larsen and Jeanette Bowker
Donald Braffitt and Rebecca Will
Cabell and Shirley Brand

John Browder

Hon. J. Howe Brown

John and Mary Jean Brown
Harold E. Burkhart

John and Elizabeth Bush
Ralph Byers and Anne Moore

the New River Land Trust.

through a codicil.
Some of your options include:

+ A percentage of your total estate.

distributions are made.

easements.

CONSIDER PLANNED GIVING

If you want to support environmental protection but have less
discretionary income for charitable contributions, consider a planned gift to

Abequest to the NRLT through your will is simple, easy and can reduce
estate taxes. If you already have a will, your lawyer can add a bequest
+ A specific amount of cash, stock or real estate.
« All or a percentage of the remainder of your estate after all other
If you have already made a bequest in your will to the NRLT, please
let us know. We would like to thank you personally for helping to ensure

that the NRLT remains a educational leader on the benefits of conservation

If you would like to learn more about planned giving, please contact
Annie Armistead at (540)951-1704 or e-mail annie @newriverlandtrust.org

Dan Cagle, Ill

Al Capehart

Carper Insurance Associates

Charles S. and Precious B. Cassell

Michael Cavell and Marilyn Cavell

Zebulon and Lauren Coble

Ken and Alice Coddington

Margaret Cogswell

Community Planning Consultant-Randi
Lemmon

Paul and Maxine Dellinger

Howard and Hilda Dickerson

Gary and Colleen Dillard

Sue Dille and Barry Johnson

Heather B.M. Dodd

Dorothy Domermuth

Joseph Elton

John Eustis and Laura Beth Payne

Wolt Fabrycky

Terri Fisher and Terry Nicholson

David and Joyce Foster

Marshall and Peggy Frank

Joe Giacabello and Anne Wilmot

Robert and Mary Giles

Robert Gillette

Charles and Liz Goodsell

Joyce L. Graham

Ed Gralla and Randye Schwartz

Steve and Martha Gresham

Jim and Marilyn Hardell

John and K.K. Hosner

Mary and Chuck Houska

Cobie Howard

Mel Huber

Janice and Lance Hudnall

Pamela Humphrey

David and Katrina Hurt

Jim and Phyllis Hutton

Susan Hutson

5 4%

Ira and Irene Jacobs

Anne and Jerry Jacobsen

David Jenkins

Lucinda Jennings and Robert Livingstone
Franklin and Virginia Jones

Rusty and Susan Jones

Andy and Nan Kegley

Bill and Betty Kegley

Elizabeth Knapp and Dan Thorp
Michael and Matilda Kosztarab
Arnold Lafon

Paul and Chris Lancaster

Susan and David LeMay

Randi S. and Jackie Lemmon

Dixie Leonard

Janice Litschert

Stanley and Ruby Lorton

Madeleine Love

Dr. Stephen Lowder

Ms. Lynda Majors and Dr. Phillip Pickett
Senator Madison Marye

Michael Maslaney and Carol Agee
Megan McKewan and Rick Lewis, Jr.
Dave and Priscilla Moore

Sue and John Muffo

Joy P. Murray

David and Carole Nickerson

Joseph and Marcia Obenshain
Edmund Pendleton, Jr.

Deloris J. Pourchot

Robert and Susan Pryor

Janet and Bob Rankin

Drs. Don and Carolyn Rude

Walter Rugaber and Sally Rugaber
Frances and George Russell

Fred and Claire Saal

George Santucci and Annette Bednosky
Richard and Laurie Shepherd

Dave and Linda Smith

Premium grass-fed beef, delivered to your door
No hormones, no chemicals, no antibiotics
Humane animal freatment
Healthy for you, healthy for the environment
Produced locally in Ellett Valley near Blacksburg
Discounts to churches and non-profit groups

Office - 540-382-1739

Cell - 540-320-0739

www.el'lei’rvullevbeefcn.com
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NRLT 2009 DONORS

Peter and Nancy Smith Morrison and Patricia Divine Virgil and Sue McBride Robert and Leslie Munson
Thomas J. Smith Tom Dunkenberger, Jr. Kate and Harry McCoy Billy and Cecile Newcomb
Ernest Smoake and Elizabeth Smoake Randel and Valerie Dymond Carl and Ann McDaniels Bertram and Christine Newmark
Arthur and Judy Snoke Chris and Greg Edwards Ernie and Liz Miller John and Karen Novak
Chris and Kim Stafford Paul and Evelyn Farrier Jim and Sarah Minick Stephanie and Anne O’Connell
William J. Sydor Heather Fawkes Dr. and Mrs. C.D. Moore Dr. and Mrs. John Ogburn
Frank Titlow Timothy Filbert Dave and Janett Parrish
James Tokuhisa Dan and Beverly Fleming Joe and Angela Parrish
Unitarian Universalist Congregation Bill Floyd and Leslie Kay : Bruce Pencek
Tamara Vance and Andrew Kassoff Megan Foster ]PI ngg(;;gsé% 0 Suzy and Dick Peverall
Joel S. Williams & Associates Litt Furr or 1 Don Philen
Guille R. Yearwood Jim and Elaine Gaines Michael J. Pinder
Carl E. Zipper Lisa K. Garcia Thank you to these folks who Paul Plassmann
GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program have so generously hosted Duncan and Sarah Porter
Supporter + $50 - $99 Nancy D. Gray and Eric Day fundraising dinners for the Alan Raflo
Doris and Bob Abraham Robert and Linda Guiles NRLT. What great fun — and Paul Revell
Gerlinde Austin Don and Connie Heindel these dinners have raised over Elizabeth and S.J. Ritchey
Barbara Avery Mary Ann Hinshelwood $10,000 and brought us many Riverbend Nursery
Walter and Frances Barton Marianne Hitchcock new members! Mike Rosenzweig
Steven L. Beach Brian Hyder Rick Claus and Ann Goette Rick Roth
Pam Beale John and Becca Imbur Donia Eley Jana Ruble
Clyde Beck Bruce Ingram Buz and Gibby Waitzkin Michael Rucker
Donna Belay Jessica Ireland Jeff and Anne Armistead with Mark Cedric H. Rudisil
Steven and Carol Bienstock Ed and Thora Jervey Gordon and Rebecca Parks Amie Ruggles
Dale and Stuart Black Kylie and Bill Johnson Jim and Mary Lily Nuckolls Meriel Russell
Rosemary Blieszner and Steve Gerus Delbert Jones Susan and Tom Ryan )
Jim Boyd Posey and Karen Jones Arnold Saari and Arlene Saari
Jo and Ezra Brown Roy and Thelma Kirkpatrick David Scheim and Lucy Goldberg
Christine Brownlie Fred Kopatich J.L. Schwab
Eve Capehart Wit and Beth Langstaf Corporate Sponsors LynSharp
Vi Rani hach on and Jenny Lawrence obert and Be elor
K'a”t?]?yi”gd: njana Chachra John and Jane Layman for 2009 & 2010 Charles and Joan Shorter
Li | Rachel Layman - Ann Margaret Shortt and George Slusher
éi?ae;e?'? cércl)gga Coyle Dr. Robert and Theresa Lazo P:a(t;(;\:m IéeV; I Nancy E. Slocum
Carol Davis and Mark Jackson Mary Jean and John Levin $1,000 and above Terry and Katie Slusher
Tom and Nita Dawson Roger and Julia Lewis American Electric Power Margaret A. Smith
Karen Day and McCabe Coolidge Nita and Don Linzey First Bank and Trust Catherine Snyder
o . i glr:r:g?g r:arl;cliJ kCeynthia Luke Frontiine Motorsports M;.aMszgyaEérS oner
Martha and John Dillard Duncan Automotive Bill Stephenson
Gold Level Dr. M. Jill Stewart
$500 -§999 Raymond E. and Sherry N. Stinson, Jr.
= Shirley F. Strother
Green Home Living Kelly Graham Kevin and Michele Sullivan
RE/MAX EcoBroker Dianne Toney
Ellett Valley Beef Company Jordan and Jeanne Truesdell
Advancement Ink Mr. and Mrs. Robert van Luyn
Virginia Conservation Credit Catherine and Rick Van Noy
Exchange Donald and Joan Wages
Shelter Alternatives Jane Wentworth
. David and Mary Wiley
Silver Level Janet Wilkinson
$250 - $499 Richard and Rhonda Wright
Food Lion Stores
[ ] Home Energy Audits We sincerely regret if we have
Lucas Real Estate Appraisal Service : p
National Bank of BIa’():Esburg accidently omitted the name
New River Outdoor Company of any 2009 donor. If we have
A special thanks goes out to all the made an error, please call us at
LR L2 Ll 540.951.1704 or e-mail us at:
have made in kind donations. .
nrit@newriverlandtrust.org

Our Volunteers Are The Best!
To all our volunteers who have served on our

Energy Check

haalth » comfort - safety - energy efficiency

committees, volunteered for our events, and
540.443.9966 have helped in the NRLT office:

WeCheckEnergy.com
T (AR Many Many Thanks!

Green Living & Energy Expo If you are interested in volunteering for the NRLT, please
November 2-3 contact our Office Manager, Mona Charney, at

Energy Check is a division of Shelter Alternatives, Inc. mona@newriverlandtrust.org or 540.951.1704
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ReNew the New: The Giles Miles

ReNew’s two annual clean-ups have pulled more than a thousand tires and over 12 tons of debris from the river

By Ann Goette

Steep cliffs are reflected in jade mirrors
of deep water along the magnificent thirty-
seven mile stretch of the New River that
runs through the heart of Virginia’s Giles
County. There are places where a bare-
footed child carrying a fishing pole could
almost wade the pebbly width of the river.

The thirty-seven miles flow past farm-
land, wild meadows, shadowy forests,
and the swirling water of creek mouths;
woodsy islands part the river’s current and
secluded caves are tucked under leafy rock

ledges along the riverbanks.

Since early 2006 ReNew The New has

taken on the steward-

ship of those thirty-
seven miles of the
river. The ReNew
Committee includes
river guide organiza-
tions, Department of
Game & Inland Fish-
eries (DGIF), Nation-
al Committee for the
New River (NCNR),

Giles Sheriff’s Department, Army Corps
of Engineers, and Giles County personnel;
as well as private citizens committed to the
preservation and renewal of the historic

New River.

ReNew The New is serious about pro-
tecting its stretch of river. Through an
extraordinary commitment from the Giles
County Administration, the group has

process.

spearheaded a push for making penalties
for littering more enforceable, supported
the County in erecting boat ramp kiosks for
use by DGIF, installed trash-pick-up bag
dispensers at boat ramps, and collaborated
with the Giles County Sheriff’s Department
in the apprehension of felons perpetrating
graffiti on bridge abutments.

ReNew’s two annual river clean-ups—
“Ramps N’ Roads” and “Fall Into the New”
— have, in the past three years, pulled
more than a thousand tires and over twelve
tons of debris from the river. The group has
met with officials at the Radford Army Am-
munition Plant in an exchange of informa-

tion and water moni-
toring concerns.

In the fall of 2008
ReNew The New
and the New River
Land Trust co-hosted
a day-long riverside
visit by officials
from the Norfolk and
Southern Railroad
and received a com-

mitment of proactive conservation efforts
from the railroad, as well as a ten thousand
dollar grant to aid river clean-up efforts.
ReNew has also submitted conservation
recommendations, formally endorsed by
the Giles County Board of Supervisors,
for the current Claytor Lake relicensing

ReNew public relations initiatives extend

through a promotional song, “Re-New The
New,” written by Paul Moody, a ballad, “It
Takes A River,” written by Tom Maynard,
a DVD donated by NYC installation art-
ist, Margaret Cogswell, and posters and
bumper stickers designed by Wild Country
Studios.

ReNew is all about the New River. For
more information about ReNew The New,
please call 540-921-2525.

Please, eat more!

The New River Land Trust receives
about $5000 a year from Kroger
— thanks to the free Kroger Cares
Card program which sends NRLT
five percent of everything you spend
using the card.

Call us if you don’t have a card or if
your current card stops scanning.

Call 540.951.1704 or e-mail
annie@newriverlandtrust.org for
your card that comes already loaded

with $5 — our gift to you.

Tr a i l Continued from page 3

ardship protected over a mile
of New River Trail viewshed,
wildlife habitat and water qual-
ity in Chestnut Creek.

It also (along with buoy-
ant crops of “For Sale” signs
emerging up and down the
trail) inspired the New River
Land Trust (NRLT) to create
the New River Trail Conser-
vancy fund in 2002, inviting
bikers, walkers and equestrians
to contribute toward the collec-
tive cause of protecting the trail

corridors for future generations.

This year, accumulated dona-
tions were sufficient to provide
matching funds for the state’s
purchase of a scenic easement
for the majestic cliffs along the
Austinville section of trail.
NRLT’s persistent lobbying
also inspired the state’s acqui-
sition of the nearby “Cabbage
Patch,” a beautiful, large old
farm between the Trail and the
River. Last winter, the state
rescued that property, earlier

6 - NEW RIVER LAND TRUST NEWS

slated for a housing develop-
ment!

This year, Joe Elton, Virginia
State Parks Director, provided
the Trail Conservancy new
signs and a donation page at
the popular “Virginia Parks”
website.

A cheerful, stouthearted
Teddy-Roosevelt-enthusiast,
Elton notes, “Public/Private
partnerships are essential to our
success as a nation. The private
man has no right to sit back

and expect government to do it
all for him.”

To jump in and help protect
New River Trail, visit virgin-
iaparks.org, click “donate” and
then “New River Trail Con-
servancy.” To help protect all
critical lands in the New River
region, contact New River
Land Trust.

Every tax-deductible dollar
to either cause helps to protect
farms, forests, open space and
historic places in the region.

www.newriverlandtrust.org




= Easy ways to support
the NRLT

JOIN — encourage others to become NRLT members. Help spread the message of
land conservation and preservation in the New River region.

DONATE — NRLT is a member-supported organization. Your generous contributions
help fulfill its mission to conserve farmland, forests, open spaces and historic places
in Virginia’s New River region.

ESTABLISH A LEGACY - You can help save the land and rivers that define our com-

New River

d Trust

Jeff Armistead, President
Ann-Margaret Shortt, Vice President
Diane Green, Treasurer

Alice Coddington munity by donating to the New River Land Trust either in your lifetime or in your es-
Jerry Cross tate. Some of your options include:
ChnstyDGabb;rZ * Make a gift in your will. Talk to your financial advisor about the best way to leave a
J ean =a legacy to the NRLT.
oe Guthrie

* Include NRLT on your list of annual charitable contributions.
* Make a gift of land. Many people don’t have heirs who will care for and love their
land. One donor has chosen to leave her home and 12 acres to the NRLT.

Lewis I. “Bud” Jeffries
Katherine Moriarty Johnston
Dixie Leonard

Russell May * Consider a gift of stock.
Holly Taylor Mitchell
James Nuckolls
Lynn Nystrom
Stephon Sohockior Here's a PREVIEW of a few of the
“Buz” Waitzkin FABULOUS AUCTION ITEMS available at the
David Yolton OCTOBER 3 LAND and RIVER REVEL:
EX OFFICIO MEMBERS * This 13.5’ fly fishing canoe was built in the 1930’s. It has been restored by
Thomson Canoeworks in Norfolk CT.
Ruth Babylon * Enjoy a guided float trip along the New River with fly-fishing expert Bruce Ingram.

Va. Outdoors Foundation
Tamara Vance
Va. Outdoors Foundation

John R. Eustis
Executive Director

+ Alarge selection of jewelry, pottery, and gift baskets.

* The art auction features paintings by Robin Poteet, Vera Dickerson, Greg
Osterhaus, and other local artists.

* The cut crystal and colored glass are amazing!

Thank you to our advertis
whose contributions help
the costs of this newslette

&
Think Green.

*.
~

A,

New River Valley
HOMELIVING

GREEN

Kells Grukam
o Reaftos, ABR, EcoBroker, Green
Professional Real Estate Representation
for Treehuggers, Hipples,
and Thelr EcoSmart Friends

540.230.5830 cell

<9
o L
Re/Max Ist Realty
820 University City Bhvd, Suite 2 EcoBroker
Blacksburg, Vieginia 24050 CERTIFI

www.newriverlandtrust.org

substitutes in our presses; we buy from
environmentally responsible vendors such
as Mohawk papers. which uses 100%
windpower to produce carbon neutral
paper stocks.

Scan this barcode
with your Smartphone
barcode scanner
app and immediately
browse our websitel

We use vegetable-based inks and alcohol  We have systems in place to prevent waste

& spoilage. Printing your job right the first
time is a huge step toward our environment.

We'd love to print your next job on
IDG% PCW recycled paper — but more

portantly, e fo show you
tire 9“}[ %m ‘mail .
h -

NEW RIVER LAND TRUST NEWS - 7




—Qf-_.

New Ri\@d Trust

P.O. Box 11057
Blacksburg VA 24062

Annual
Land & Biver Eevel

Saturday, October 3
2-6 p.m.
Mountain Lake Hotel
and Conservancy

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Blacksburg VA
Permit No. 201
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