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by Chris Schellhammer
Have you ever marveled at the beauty 

of Southwest Virginia? Many residents 
and visitors do not realize that most of 
the open space they see is private land. 
Tragically, the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) and the Virginia 
Department of Forestry (VDOF) report 
that since 1997, Virginia has lost 
over a million acres of rural land to 
land use changes. This is a sober-
ing reality for those interested in 
preserving rural landscapes.

Family farms and forest land 
define our region. This rural land 
forms large continuous areas im-
portant for agricultural and forest-
ry production, scenic landscapes, 
wildlife habitat and environmental 

Conservation: Mission Possible
quality through associated ecosystem 
services. 

Yet economic considerations, primar-
ily the money offered by developers 
and dramatically escalating property 
taxes pressure landowners to sell off 
rural land. Land sales frequently lead to 
parcelization and conversion from tradi-

tional land uses. This change negatively 
impacts the viability of the rural land-
scape to generate economic, social and 
environmental benefits. 

At the same time, there are conserva-
tion opportunities for landowners to 
preserve land. The primary opportunity 
is to voluntarily place a conservation 

easement on the land. Easements 
permanently restrict the land to 
rural uses (i.e. farming, forestry) 
and limit future development. 

Besides love of land, the pri-
mary motivation for conserva-
tion easements comes from tax 
incentives. Unfortunately, tax 
incentives can be limited com-
pared to the value given up by the Conservation Land Plan, NRLT 2010

See Possible, page 3

The conservation community has lost a 
true powerhouse with the passing of Phil 
Hanes. He is pictured on the left with his 
wife Charlotte on one of their properties 
overlooking the New River in Grayson 
County.

Phil and Charlotte were some of the 
original supporters of the New River 

Philip Hanes a Conservation Champion
Land Trust and were integral to starting 
Grayson LandCare which then created the 
basis for Grayson Natural Foods. 

Over 650 acres of their River Ridge 
Cattle Company farm is under easement 
protecting a spectacular section of the New 
River. The farm is also a model of progres-
sive management through the implementa-
tion of multiple conservation practices and 
as a demonstration farm for pasture raised 
natural beef. 

Phil and Charlotte have been instrumen-
tal in promoting conservation in Grayson 

See Hanes, page 2

WINSTON-SALEM – R. Philip Hanes, Jr., 
passed away on Sunday, January 16, 2011 
at Kate B. Reynolds Hospice Home in 
Winston-Salem at age 84. Phil was born in 
Winston-Salem N.C., on February 25, 1926
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County as well as in the larger New River 
region. He and Charlotte were a driving 
force behind the designation of the New 
River as an American Heritage River.

The Hanes have also provided access 
to two islands in the New River to the 
State for camping along the New River 
Blueway.

Phil’s conservation work extended well 
beyond the New River region. He served 

as a Board member for numerous major 
conservation organizations including the 
National Audubon Society, the American 
Farmland Trust, the National Committee 
for the New River, and the Nature Conser-
vancy and Isaac Walton League to name 
just a few.

He also put his energy and money 
where it counted by buying and protect-
ing critical lands such as Stone Mountain 

State Park in North Carolina and land in 
the Mount Mitchell, NC Conservancy.

Needless to say Phil’s passing leaves a
void in the conservation community that
will not easily be filled.

He is survived by his wife Charlotte 
who is a passionate conservationist is her 
own right and a protector of a legacy of 
thousands of acres of conserved land for 
future generations to enjoy. 

by Jim Glanville
If you have conserved land 

through the New River Land 
Trust or even if you are only 
considering conserving land 
through the New River Land 
Trust, you are part of a mighty 
stream of history that flows 
through our region.

The region of the New River 
Land Trust in Virginia in the 
watershed of the New River 
(earlier known as Woods River 
or the Kanawha River) has been 
called “the Beckoning Land,” 
and so it was. Around 1745, the 
first European settlers arrived 

on what they called the “west-
ern waters” in reference to the 
water’s eventual outflow via the 
Mississippi River into the Gulf 
of Mexico. However, this beck-
oning land of opportunity was 
also a dangerous land – Ameri-
can Indians resisted the settlers’ 
encroachment.

In 1745, the westernmost 
outpost of Virginia govern-
ment was the court house of 
Augusta County (see picture) in 
present day Staunton. It was to 
that court house the surveyors 
returned from their land measur-
ing trips across a vast region 

to the south-
west. Today, 
Augusta’s 
citizens take 
great pride 
that they live 
in a county 
that once cov-
ered an area 
of comparable 
size to west-
ern Europe 
(see map). 
This map 
was made by 
Stonewall 
Jackson’s 
“topographi-
cal engineer” 
Jedediah 
Hotchkiss. 
Today, a six-
foot stone re-
production of 

it, erected in 1988, stands on the 
forecourt of the court house.

The eight-county area today 
covered by the New River Land 
Trust straddles the river toward 
the bottom of the map labeled 
Kanawha R. The original Au-
gusta County has long since 
been divided into over a thou-
sand counties: 40 in western 
Virginia, 55 in West Virginia, 95 
in Tennessee, 120 in Kentucky, 
and so on. The formation history 
of these counties tells the story 
of the political and human ex-
pansion of the United States and 
its evolution from a string of 
infant colonies along the Atlan-
tic coastal plain into a continent-
spanning world power.

It was the prospect of land, 
new opportunities, and a better 
life, that energized the expan-
sion. By 1770, the narrow, rut-
ted wagon road from Staunton 
to Wytheville had, in the words 
of historian Carl Bridenbaugh, 
become “… the most heavily 

travelled road in all America, 
and must have had more ve-
hicles jolting along its rough 
and tortuous way than all other 
main roads put together.” So 
the region of the New River 
Land Trust stands squarely on 
the thoroughfare along which 
passed the men and women who 
powered the nation building of 
the United States.

So when you pass by your 
local court house, pause briefly 
to think about the land records 
that it holds, and of all the pre-
decessor court houses with their 
earlier records, and especially 
of Augusta Court House where 
it all began. The land is truly a 
historic heritage worthy of pro-
tection.

Jim Glanville lives in 
Blacksburg and is a former Vir-
ginia Tech chemistry professor 
who has published over twenty 
articles in history and archeol-
ogy journals since he retired 
seven years ago.
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2010 was a good year for conserva-
tion in Virginia’s New River region. The 
New River Land Trust worked with 15 
landowners to place 3,753 acres under 
easement. This means that since 2002, 
the Land Trust has worked with 188 land-
owners to protect approximately 39,634 
acres of farms, forests, historic places and 
open spaces including almost 21 miles 
of New River frontage. This land will 
forever be maintained as rural land con-
tributing to the landscape and heritage of 
our region. 

Our conservation success in 2010 is 
especially notable because we are poised 
to work with our 200th landowner and 
exceed 40,000 acres conserved in 2011. 
For a small grass roots organization that 
is only nine years old, this is a conserva-
tion record that we should take great pride 
in achieving! 

I have to emphasize that the credit for 
this success is shared throughout our re-
gional community. From the landowners 
whose love of their land prompts them to 
conserve it; to our supporters both mon-
etarily and with in kind services; to the 
volunteers and work study students who 
help keep our operation functioning; to 
our conservation partners, particularly the 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation; to elected 

officials and staff 
in our service area 
who support bal-
ancing development 
with conservation; 
and finally to our 
Board of Directors 
and staff. 

I thank all of 
you for helping to 
make this organiza-
tion successful and 
more importantly 
for preserving for 
future generations 
our region’s rural 
heritage. 

Next, I would 
like to touch on of 

this newsletter. In last year’s Fall Newslet-
ter, we highlighted a number of talented 
writers who live in the New River region. 
We got a lot of positive feedback on the 
newsletter. So for this spring, we again want 
to share with our readers articles from local 
writers who support conservation. 

The lead article describes a new NRLT 
conservation initiative. Article author Chris 
Schellhammer is a longtime local profes-
sional and recent graduate of Tech’s Mas-
ters of Architecture program. He and other 

volunteers donated their expertise to help 
the Land Trust develop a conservation 
land plan for a 500 acre farm property. 
The project was a departure from our past 
work and it is yet to be determined what 
will happen on the property, but this type 
of project may open the conservation door 
for other landowners and properties that 
do not fit with traditional conservation or 
development models.

The second article is written by Jim 
Glanville who explores the history of our 
region. It is notable because it is a history 
which revolves around the push west in 
search of open land. It makes me ask, how 
much different is the past from the pres-
ent? Except instead of Native Americans 
fighting for their ancestral land, it is rural 
landowners and conservationists fighting 
to keep intact rural landscapes and tra-
ditional livelihoods such as farming and 
forestry.

The newsletter includes a third guest ar-
ticle from Lesley Howard. Lesley was the 
founding member of the New River Land 
Trust. Her article highlights native wild-
flowers which are a great representation of 
the unique natural beauty of the region. 

 We hope you enjoy the newsletter and 
thank all of you for your generous sup-
port!

Possible  Continued from page 1
easement donor. Also, the strict 
limits on division and residen-
tial development do not always 
fit for landowners with multiple 
family members and wealth 
tied up in land.

 The situation is often polar-
izing. With no middle ground, 
valuable conservation land is 
commonly pushed towards de-
velopment. There is a sentiment 
that if economic and family 
concerns were not as much of 
an issue many owners would 
lean towards conservation. 
Southwestern Virginia’s rural 
landscape hangs in the balance: 
on one side – economic op-
portunities, and on the other – a 
conservation ethic.

The New River Land Trust 
is spearheading an effort to ad-
dress this issue. “There is a lot 

of interest in conservation out 
there,” says Executive Director 
John Eustis, “but if we cannot 
address some basic realities 
such as accom-
modating fami-
lies and finan-
cial concerns, 
we will lose 
many conserva-
tion opportuni-
ties.”

This past year 
a Montgomery 
County family 
approached the 
New River Land Trust regard-
ing a 500 acre farm. The fam-
ily was interested in exploring 
both conservation of the farm 
and the economic opportunities 
available from development. 

The Land Trust brought to-

gether a team of land experts 
to examine the property. The 
team developed several concept 
plans based on local and state 

regulations, 
the real estate 
market, forest 
and agricultural 
production, 
wetland and 
riparian envi-
ronments, soils 
and more. They 
then tested a 
broad-range of 
conservation 

– development options against 
the associated opportunity costs 
which included strict conserva-
tion standards. 

As Randi Lemon, the land 
planner and appraiser for the 
project, states, “develop what 

can be developed; conserve 
what needs to be saved.”

Moreover, the family dis-
covered that the value of de-
veloped land increases when 
it is associated with conserved 
open space. When open space 
is guaranteed by a conservation 
easement, the land set aside for 
development can have a higher 
market value. 

For landowners and con-
servationists, this balanced 
approach to land is a win-win 
situation. Conservation land 
planning protects valuable rural 
land while addressing land-
owner’s family and economic 
needs. 

For more information, con-
tact NRLT Executive Director 
John Eustis at (540) 951-1704 
or nrlt@newriverlandtrust.org.

“Southwestern 
Virginia’s rural 

landscape hangs in 
the balance: on one 

side – economic 
opportunities, and 

on the other – a 
conservation ethic.”
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NRLT 2010 DONORS
Heritage Preservationist
$10,000 - $25,000 

Eliot Armistead
Commonwealth of Virginia - 

Department of Forestry

Benefactor
$5,000 - $9,999

Land Trust Alliance
Lesley Howard and Glenn Skutt
Elizabeth A. Obenshain
Town of Blacksburg
Dorothy Wiss

Conservator
$1,000 - $4,999

Paul Angermeier and Elizabeth Stinson
Fred Carlisle
Duncan’s Hokie Honda
Joanne and Christopher Eustis
Betty Hahn and Doug Chancey
Dr. T. Marshall Hahn
American Electric Power
Phil and Charlotte Hanes
Kroger Cares Program
Frontline Motorsports, LLC
Louise Arnold Maddux Environmental 

Foundation
Alan and Debbie Leet
Lucas-Hathaway Charitable Trust
Sally Mackie
First Bank and Trust
Holly Taylor Mitchell
James K. Mitchell
Lynn Nystrom and Larry Newman
Obenshain Family - Oaknoll Farm
Sherry Quillen
Greg and Fran Rooker
Craig R. and Belinda Stevens
Chris Thompson Charitable Fund: 

Community Foundation of the New 
River Valley

Michael and J.G. Edwards Waitzkin
Tracy and Sarah Wilkins

Sustainer
$500 - $999

Jeff and Anne Armistead
Kelly Brennan and Carola Haas
Laura Bullard and Alan Graybeal
Robert Gillette
Lewis I. and Ann Jeffries
Jim Loux and Janice Buss
Jean and John Montague
Daniel and Lynn Morris
James and Mary Lily Nuckolls
Dr. and Mrs. James A. Parkhurst
Rhonda Ryan
Susan Sink
Elbert H, Evelyn J. and Karen H 

Waldron Charitable Foundation
Carol and Bernard Wampler

Steward
$250 - $499

Phyllis T. Albritton
J. Patrick Bixler
National Bank of Blacksburg
Eugene and Hilda Brown
Zebulon and Lauren Coble
Dixon Lumber 
Bill and Janet Ellenbogen
John Eustis and Laura Beth Payne
Bruce Ferguson and Karen Gray
Debbie Lineweaver and Jason Wilson
Silvie Granatelli and James Newlin
Nancy L. Grayson
Edward and Diane Green
Alan and Gloria Heath
Michael W. and Patricia Hyer
Kathye and Jim Johnston
Bill and Betty Kegley

Suzie and Randy Leslie
Russell May and Piper Durrell
Joe and Linda Powers
Dr. Carole Pratt and Dr. Richard Mansell
Ellen Rabun and Michael Kilgus
David and Judie Reemsnyder
Arthur V. and Susan Shaheen
Alice P. Slusher
Lindsay and David West
David and Karen Yolton
Ned and Janet Yost
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Western Virginia Water Authority

Associate
$100 - $249

Darlene Allen
Bruce Anderson
Susan Anderson
William Anderson and Kathryn Delaney
Tom and Cece Angleberger
Barbara Avery
Mike and Mary Barbour
Mark and Laura Belleville
David Bernard
Elizabeth and Irv Blythe
Mr. and Mrs. Richard N. Bohlin
Carol Lee Bondurant
Cabell and Shirley Brand
Kevin and Ivi Brenner
David and Mary Britt
John and Mary Jean Brown
Hon. J. Howe Brown
Patrick and Denise Burton
John and Elizabeth Bush
Mona and Finley Charney
C.B. Childress
Ken and Alice Coddington
Margaret Cogswell
Jerry and Beth Cross
Paul and Maxine Dellinger
Howard and Hilda Dickerson
Gary and Colleen Dillard
Heather B.M. Dodd
Dorothy Domermuth
Due South BBQ LLC
Ellett Valley Beef Co., LLC - Guille 

Yearwood
Bill and Vickie Epstein
Wolt Fabrycky
David and Joyce Foster
Christy and Joe Gabbard
Dean and Elain Gall
Joe Giacabello and Anne Wilmot
Joyce L. Graham
Tom and Lisa Hammett
Linda and Lynn Hayes/Inn at Riverbend
Laura R. Higdon
David and Sherry Hill
John and K.K. Hosner
Mary and Chuck Houska
Paul Humphreys
Susan Hutson
Irene Jacobs
Steve Jacobs
David Jenkins
Rusty and Susan Jones
Andrea and John Kelso
Jeff and Judy Kirwan
Nat and Muriel Kranowski
Michael Lafon
Paul and Chris Lancaster
Don and Jenny Lawrence
Dixie Leonard
Richard Lewis
Madeleine Love
Dr. Stephen Lowder
Robert Mackey
Ms. Lynda Majors and Dr. Phillip Pickett
Pete Marty
Michael Maslaney and Carol Agee
Fred and Nancy Mignone
Don Mitchell and Susan Millar
Dr. Jerry Moles

Dean and Sally Mook
Dave and Priscilla Moore
Andrew and Susan Morikawa
Sue and John Muffo
Tom and Nancy Murray
Elaine and Scott Myers
Dr. Mary Jo Osteen
Charles Osterhoudt
Dave and Janett Parrish
Deloris J. Pourchot
L.C. and Joyce Pugh
Janet and Bob Rankin
Frances and George Russell
Fred and Claire Saal
George Santucci and Annette Bednosky
Donald and Edie Schumacher
J.L. Schwab
John and Jane Scocca
Richard and  Laurie Shepherd
Roger and Leslie Slusher
Dave and Linda Smith
Ernest and Elizabeth Smoake
Chris and Kim Stafford
William J. Sydor
Our Daily Bread
Grace Toney Edwards and John 

Nemeth
Shelter Alternatives, Inc.
Tamara Vance and Andrew Kassoff
Baker William
Joel S. Williams and Associates., Inc.
Carl E. Zipper

Supporter
$50 - $99

Nola Albert
Phyllis and David Appler
Steve Arbury
Bill and Susan Baker

Beverly B. Banning
Walter and Frances Barton
Joe and Cathey Bassett
Donna Belay
Lisa Belden and Ignacio Moore
John Betts
Dale and Stuart Black
Rosemary Blieszner and Steve Gerus
Larsen and Jeanette Bowker
Jim Boyd
Gary and Kathy Brown
Jo and Ezra Brown
Harold  E. Burkhart
Al Capehart
George Chatneuff
Diane Christian
Tom and Nita Dawson
Randel and Valerie Dymond
Paul and Evelyn Farrier
Liza Field
Dan and Beverly Fleming
William Geimer
Joe Guthrie
Eric and Ester Hallerman
Jim and Marilyn Hardell
Don and Connie Heindel
Joe and Sue Herbein
Jessica and John Hernandez
Ann and John Hess
Cobie Howard
Bruce Ingram
Jessica Ireland
Ed and Thora Jervey
David Jones and Lori Tolliver-Jones
Franklin and Virginia Jones
Steve and Joan Kark
Roy and Thelma Kirkpatrick
Fred Kopatich
Michael and Matilda Kosztarab
Arnold Lafon
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NRLT 2010 DONORS
Tyler Lane and Elaine McCall
Rachel Layman
Dr. Robert and Theresa Lazo
Mary Jean and John Levin
Douglas Lindner
Joy P. Murray
Billy and Cecile Newcomb
Bertram and Christine Newmark
Joe and Angela Parrish
Michael J. Pinder
Paul Plassmann
Robert and Susan Pryor
Ron and Mary Rordam
Rick Roth
Susan and Tom Ryan
Mark Sanders and Gail McMillan
Rebecca and Stephen Scheckler
David Scheim and Lucy Goldberg
Stephen Schoenholtz
Charles and Joan Shorter
Ann-Margaret Shortt and George 

Slusher
Nancy E. Slocum
Peter and Nancy Smith
Arthur and Judy Snoke
Mrs. Mary B. Sowder
D.Phillip and Torsten Sponenberg
Jennifer Spoon
Mark Stanley
Kevin and Michele Sullivan
Dianne Toney
Paul Torgersen and Dorothea Torgerson
Stephen Wells
Jane Wentworth

Friend
up to $49

Michael and Jane Abraham
Clyde Beck
Steven and Carol Bienstock
Ken Convery
Rupert and Gladys Cutler
Carol Davis
I.B. Dent
Chuck and Whitney Dietz
Martha and John Dillard
Bryan and Karen Drum

Frank Drummond
Heather Fawkes
Ann and Raymond Groves
Robert and Linda Guiles
David and Katrina Hurt
Anne and Jerry Jacobsen
Kylie and Bill Johnson
Delbert Jones
John and Jane Layman
Jim and Sarah Minick
Sue B. Murphy and Thomas E. Murpy
Anne Neighbors
Alan Raflo
Michael Rucker
Jack and Elizabeth Scott
Gene Seago
Ellen Shankin
Charles and Laraine Simpson
Terry and Katie Slusher
Margaret A. Smith
Bill Stephenson
Dr. M. Jill Stewart
Shirley F. Strother
David and Mary Wiley

Sincere thanks to our donors 
that contribute through the 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
Campaign, who will be ac-
knowledged in the upcoming 
fall newsletter.

We sincerely regret if we 
have omitted the name of any 
2010 donor. If we have made 
an error, please call us at 
540.951.1704 or e-mail us at 
nrlt@newriverlandtrust.org

Thank you to our advertisers 
whose contributions help 
to offset the costs of this 
newsletter.

2010 Advertisers

Ellett Valley Beef Company
Energy Check
New River Outdoor Co
Re/Max Realtor Kelly Graham
Wordsprint

2010 Event Sponsors

Advancement Ink
American Electric Power
Duncan Automotive
First Bank and Trust
Frontline Motor Sports
Mountain Lake Hotel and 

Conservancy

National Bank of Blacksburg
Shelter Alternatives
Sinkland Farms
Wells Fargo Advisors

2010 Dinner Hosts

Jeff and Anne Armistead
Mark Gordon
Ben Southard
Chris Hudson
Donia Eley
Jim and Mary Lily Nuckolls
Sherwood Quillen

HONOR GIFTS

In Honor of Fred and Margaret 
Childress

C.B. Childress
In Honor of Jerry Cross

Eric and Ester Hallerman
In Honor of Rebecca and Tom 
Dunkenberger, Sr.

Patrick Ryan
In Honor of Jim Mitchell and Holly 
Taylor Mitchell

Don Mitchell and Susan Millar
In Honor of Beth Obenshain

Eugene and Hilda Brown
William Geimer - for her VaULT

award and the service that earned it
In Honor of Beth Obenshain and Fred 
Carlisle

Tom and Cece Angleberger
Phyllis and David Appler
Tom and Lisa Hammett

In Honor of Jen and Jeff Porter
Joe and Sue Herbein

In Honor of Ashley and Mildred Roberts
Joy P. Murray

In Honor of Love and Alex Witten
Linda and Lynn Hayes / Inn at

Riverbend
In Honor of  the Slusher Family - 
celebrating the 6th and 7th Generations 
of Farming in Floyd County

Alice P. Slusher

MEMORIAL GIFTS

In Memory of Clifton Bryant
Dean and Sally Mook

In Memory of Dan Chop
Richard and Laurie Shepherd

In Memory of Dr. James Grayson
Nancy L. Grayson

In Memory of Maxine Humphreys
Paul Humphreys

In Memory of Loraine Robinson
and Nelle Oakey Gardner

Patrick Ryan
In Memory of Patrick Simpson

Jerry and Beth Cross
Douglas Lindner
Steve Jacobs
Donald and Edie Schumacher
John and Jane Scocca

JOIN – encourage others to become NRLT 
members. Help spread the message of 
land conservation and preservation in the 
New River region.

DONATE – NRLT is a member-supported 
organization. Your generous contributions 
help fulfill its mission to conserve farm-
land, forests, open spaces and historic 
places in Virginia’s New River region.

ESTABLISH A LEGACY – You can help 
save the land and rivers that define 
our community by donating to the New 
River Land Trust either in your lifetime 
or in your estate. Some of your options 
include:

• Make a gift in your will. Talk to your finan-
cial advisor about the best way to leave a 
legacy to the NRLT.

• Include NRLT on your list of annual chari-
table contributions.

• Make a gift of land. Many people don’t 
have heirs who will care for and love their 
land. One donor has chosen to leave her 
home and 12 acres to the NRLT.

• Consider a gift of stock.

Easy ways to support
the NRLT
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New Members of the 2011 NRLT Board of Directors
Dr. Eugene Seago is the R.B. 
Pamplin Professor of Account-

ing at 
Virginia 
Tech and 
has been 
a member 
of the 
College of 
Business 
faculty for 
40 years.

He holds a PhD in Account-
ing and a J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Georgia. He is also 
a member of the Virginia Bar 
Association.  

Dr. Seago is a long stand-
ing environmentalist and has 
published an article on the 
environmental tax credit for 
Environmental Law and Policy 
Review Journal and Tax Notes.

He has distinguished himself 
as a consultant for the Internal 
Revenue Service and Social 
Security Administration.

He has a special interest in 
environmental issues and con-
servation.

He has three children and 
resides with his wife Pat on a 
small farm in Craig County.

Elizabeth Hahn and her fam-
ily moved to the mountains 
of Southwest Virginia before 
she was a year old, so this is 
the place she considers home, 
regardless of the many places 
she has lived and roamed. As an 
educator, artist and writer, Bet-
ty’s varied interests include the 
creative arts, documentary film, 
indigenous cultures and the 

mountain 
cultures of 
Appala-
chia.

Increas-
ingly 
issues of 
environ-
ment, sus-
tainability 

and responsible land steward-
ship have become important to 
Betty. As the owner of a large 
historic property in Ellet Valley 
outside of Blacksburg, she and 
her family are implementing 
such practices as permaculture, 
native plant cultivation and ed-
ible forest gardening. The farm 
is also protected by a conserva-
tion easement. The easement 
was one of the early easements 
done in the region.

Dr. James McKenna has just 
completed his 46th year in 
education, assuming the role 

of Interim 
Depart-
ment Head 
of Crop 
and Soil 
Environ-
mental 
Sciences 
in July 
2008. 

Retiring in July of 2010, he 
continues to serve until a new 
department head is identified.

Jim’s World Crops and Crop-
ping systems class was one 
of the first “Global emphasis” 
classes in the University. Over 
the years, Jim has garnered 
awards for teaching and advis-
ing, including the University 
wide Alumni Award for Excel-
lence in Advising, the Alumni 
Associations W.E. Wine Award 
for Excellence in Teaching, and 
the Diggs Scholar Teaching 
Award. He is a member of the 
University Academy of Teach-
ing Excellence, and a Charter 
member and twice chair of the 
University Academy of Advis-
ing Excellence.

Jim Newlin is a native of Bur-
lington, NC, and worked in 
budgeting and public policy for 
the North Carolina legislature 
for over 30 years.

He moved to Floyd, VA in 
2009, fulfilling a lifelong dream 
to live in the mountains. 

Newlin has undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in eco-
nomics and regional planning 
from the University of North 
Carolina.

 “Living in a rapidly urban-
izing area 
of North 
Carolina, I 
understand 
the need to 
preserve 
our natural 
areas, pro-
tect wa-
tersheds, 

and preserve agricultural lands 
for future generations. I hope 
to work on those areas with the 
New River Land Trust.”

 Newlin lives in Floyd with 
his wife Silvie Granatelli, a pro-
fessional potter, their dog and 
three cats.

See Wildflowers, page 7

Written by Leslie Howard
Wildflowers grace us with their for-free

blooms and fragrance, sometimes surprising us
with their presence: many appear literally overnight. 

Dependent upon Mother Nature’s many subtle variables, there is no one “for 
sure” time or location for wildflowers, although many nurseries now stock na-
tives popular with gardeners since they’re adapted to our climate. Finding wild 
blooms requires patience and persistence. If you’re so inclined, however, you’ll 
be rewarded. Areas adjacent to NRLT conservation easements, or on easements 
with public access, host more wildflowers, as the undisturbed environment af-
forded by the easements encourages these fragile, temporal sprigs.

In earliest spring, wild violets and snowdrops carpet forest floors across 

Wildflowers
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Wildflowers  Continued from page 6

 
The New River Land Trust works hard to stretch every dollar.

In 2010, every $42 collected helped us to save one acre
of precious rural land.

NRLT ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

  REVENUES	 2010	 2009
  Contributions	 86,922	 85,865
  Grants	 31,478	 27,798
  Special Events	 34,967	 32,439
  Other	 6,447	 6,651
  Total Revenues	 $159,814 	 $152,753

  EXPENSES	
  Administration & Programs	 111,836	 111,717
  Board & Committees	 1,127	 2,108
  Fundraising & Appreciation	 24,789	 23,882
  Special Events	 10,250	 8,202
  Grants	 8,023	 14,570
  Total Expenses	 $156,025	 $160,479

  END OF YEAR	 $3,789	 - $7,726
  Assets	 183,512	 179,309
  Liabilities	 1,981	 4,371
  Net Assets	 $181,531	 $174,938
  Change in Net Assets	 $6,593

southwest Virginia, tiny harbingers of spring and a heads-up to water-
proof your hiking boots. From mid-April through mid-May, lace up 
and head to the limestone cave and waterfall area at Falls Ridge. Lo-
cal hikers recommend visiting from mid-April through mid-May and 
keeping your eyes open for Trillium; native Red Columbine (growing 
in the rock crevices above the caves); wild Ginger; Bloodroot; and 
Jack-in-the-Pulpit. When walking to the waterfall’s top, look for Wild 
Delphinium, and more Trillium. If you’re visiting later in the season, 
meander through this section to spy the Wild Orchid in the forest 

above the path on the 
right; locals report 
this one is shy. Also 
at Falls Ridge, Flame 
Azaleas grace the 
walk from the parking 
area through a long 
meadow. 

Even if you can’t 
spend much time 
outdoors, the Virginia 
Department of Trans-

portation has invested in swaths of native wildflower median plant-
ings. And although no one’s planted it deliberately, Roadside Chicory 
gives us the pleasure of its clear blue flowers from spring through 
summer. Queen Anne’s Lace contrasts with it beautifully – and is 
likely to be found “volunteering” along roads as well. Other hardy 
“weeds” with pretty blooms are Ironweed and Joe Pye Weed. 

A few last notes: Trailing Arbutus shows off its petals at Pandapas 
Pond in early spring, concurrent with Daffodils, when evenings re-
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main chilly. Milepost 42 on the Fries branch of the New River Trail 
hosts Red Trilliums avid hikers find worthy of a pilgrimage each 
May.

Regardless of where you find yourself this spring, slow down, look 
around and perhaps even allow yourself to sit for a spell. The earth 
abounds with wildflower treasures small and large. And thank the 
NRLT for helping to protect the rural landscape that is their habitat.
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